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Çh:DRAINAGE  (NOTES) 

READ THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH THROUGHLY AND TRY TO UNDERSTAND.  

the previous 3 years’ examinations, significant importance has been given to the 
following topics from this chapter. 

• Drainage Patterns 
• Various River Basin System 
• Pollution of Rivers. 

Drainage’ is a term signifying the river system of an area. 

A drainage basin or river basin is an area which is drained by a single river system. 

An upland that separates two drainage systems that are next to each other is called 
a water divide. 

On the basis of origin, there are two river systems of India — The Himalayan rivers 
and the Peninsular rivers. 

Himalayan rivers are rainfed and snowfed, so they have water in them throughout 
the year, i.e., they are perennial and thus navigable. 

Himalayan rivers create meanders, oxbow lakes and other depositional features on 
their course. 

Peninsular rivers are seasonal; mostly depending on rainfall and thus non-
navigable. 

Most of the rivers of peninsular India originate in the Western Ghats and flow’ 
towards the Bay of Bengal. 

The Himalayan Rivers 

A river along with its tributaries may be called a river system. 

The major Himalayan rivers are the Indus, the Ganga, and the Brahmaputra. 



The Indus River System 

Rising near Lake Mansarovar in Tibet, the Indus enters India in the Ladakh district 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Rivers Satluj, Beas, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum join Indus near Mithankot, Pakistan 
and flow southwards to fall into the Arabian Sea, east of Karachi. 

With a total length of 2,900 km, the Indus is one of the longest rivers of the world. 

The Ganga River System 

The headwaters of the Ganga are called ‘Bhagirathi’. 

Bhagirathi is fed by the Gangotri Glacier and joined by the Alaknanda at Devprayag. 

Ganga meets the tributaries from the Himalayas such as Ghaghara, Gandak, Kosi 
and the Yamuna. 

A major river Yamuna, arising from Yamunotri Glider in the Himalayas, joins Ganga 
at Allahabad. 

Other tributaries — Chambal, Betwa and Son — come from Peninsular uplands to 
join Ganga. 

Ganga is joined by the Brahmaputra and flows through Bangladesh to reach the Bay 
of Bengal. 

The delta formed when the Ganga and the Brahmaputra flow into the Bay of Bengal 
is known as the Sunderban Delta. 

The length of the Ganga is over 2,500 km and it develops large meanders. 

The Brahmaputra River System 

Originating in Tibet, very close to the sources of Indus and Satluj, Brahmaputra 
enters India in Arunachal Pradesh and flows to Assam, joined by many tributaries. 

The tributaries that join the Brahmaputra are Dibang, Lohit, and Kenula. 

The Brahmaputra has a braided channel in its entire length in Assam to form many 
riverine islands. 



Unlike other north Indian rivers, the Brahmaputra is marked by huge deposits of silt 
on its bed, causing the riverbed to rise. 
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